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The English Section

General Information on Egypt
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Official Name: Arab Republic of Egypt Capital: Cairo (Current local time)

Government Type: Republic  Population: 80.3 million
Area: 386,000 square miles; approximately equal to Texas and New Mexico combined
Languages: Arabic (official), English and French widely understood by educated classes
Literacy: Total Population: [71%] Male: [83%]; Female: [59%] Year of Independence: 1922
Web site: Egypt.gov.eg (in Arabic and English)

U Egypt, the most populous country in the Arab world, erupted in mass protests in January 2011,

U as the revolution in Tunisia inflamed decades worth of smoldering grievances against the heavy-
) handed rule of President Hosni Mubarak. After 18 days of angry protests and after losing the

¢ support of the military and the United States, Mr. Mubarak resigned on Feb. 11, ending 30 years
? of autocratic rule. The military stepped forward and took power. It quickly suspended unpopular
U provisions of the constitution, even while cracking down on continuing demonstrations



http://timeanddate.com/worldclock/city.html?n=53
http://www.egypt.gov.eg/
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/tunisia/index.html?scp=1-spot&sq=tunisia%20&st=cse
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/m/hosni_mubarak/index.html?inline=nyt-per

